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Trail photos of Detroit’s 


wild side to provide }' 
important research 
information 
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University of Michigan assistant professor Nyeema Harris is researching carnivores in Detroit using trail cameras. Here, a 


raccoon gets curious about the camera in Brightmoor’s Eliza Howell Park. NYEEMA HARRIS, U-M/DFP PHOTO ILLUSTRATION 


Keith Matheny Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Critters of Detroit, smile! You’re on candid 
(trail) camera, from now until February. 

A University of Michigan researcher is ex- 
panding her work on the largest camera-trap 
study ever conducted of Michigan wildlife, in 
which the images of animals in their habitat 
are captured using using motion-triggered 
cameras. The study has previously focused on 
remote parts of the Upper Peninsula and 
woodsy areas of the northern Lower Peninsula 
and mid-Michigan. 

But now Nyeema Harris wants to learn how 
meat-eating animals in the city of Detroit live 
their secretive lives. 

“We're really excited to see the wildlife com- 
munity that’s in Detroit, and we’re going to 
compare that to other parts throughout the 
state of Michigan,” said Harris, an assistant 
professor in U-M’s Department of Ecology and 
Evolutionary Biology. 

The study is focusing on carnivores, ani- 
mals that eat meat. So Harris said she expects 
to capture images of raccoons, coyotes, opos- 
sums, maybe even bobcats. 

“We're trying to see what’s actually here,” 
she said. 

The researcher received city permission to 
install the cameras in 26 parks throughout the 
city, where they will gather shots from now 
until February. Once the winter survey is done, 
Harris and her team will trek back out to re- 


See TRAIL CAMERAS, Page 8A 


The study locations — which, in addition to Detroit, include the 
10,000-acre U-M Biological Station near Pellston; the Shiawassee 
National Wildlife Refuge near Saginaw and in the Upper Peninsula 


north of Marquette — provide a gradient of animal information 


moving from very remote and rural areas to highly urbanized ones. 


2: fl 
Harris sets up a trail camera with the help of prospective PhD student Ke 
Zhang at Palmer Park in Detroit. The study is focusing on carnivores, animals 


that eat meat. So Harris said she expects to capture images of raccoons, 
coyotes, opossums, maybe even bobcats. KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/DETROIT FREE PRESS 
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What if you had a party and only a few of 
the people you invited showed up? 

That’s kind of what happened with Black 
Friday — the day after Thanksgiving and the 
traditional start of the holiday shopping sea- 
son. Stores were open but the lines, the frenzy 
once associated with the day, were largely ab- 


mart,” said Breanna Bennett, 26, of Warren. 
“Its not even exciting now,” said Tracy 

Christian, 46, of Detroit as she surveyed sea- 

sonal merchandise Friday morning at Target in 

Madison Heights. “I like the hustle and bustle. 

... This is just like everyday, normal shopping.” 
She added: “I really like Amazon.” 


Kendell High 3, of Royal Oak stays busy 
watching TV on a mobile device with 
headphones, while his parents Larry High 
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Sheriff: 
Driver 
said he 
was God 


Fatal car chase included a 
suicide threat, 911 calls, more 


Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The man who authorities say drove his car 
straight at a police officer in rural Oakland 
County to kill him on Thanksgiving morning 
had earlier claimed he was God and demand- 
ed the release of one of his followers from jail, 
Lapeer County authorities said Friday. 

Just before midnight, the 
man walked into the Lapeer 
County Jail where a lobby mi- 
crophone heard him “say he 
was God and he was here to 
bring out one of his sons — his 
followers,” Lapeer County 
Sheriff Scott McKenna said. 

What followed was likely 
the strangest police chase ever 
for Lapeer — multiple traffic stops, shouted 
talk through closed car windows, a suicide 
threat to drive at high speed into a tree, calls 
by the driver to 911 insisting that “we don't fol- 
low your laws,” and a convoy of police cruis- 
ers following a battered blue car that was 
stopping at signs, using turn signals to 
change lanes and seemingly observing all 
traffic laws, McKenna said at a news confer- 
ence Friday afternoon. 

The police chase continued for 22 miles 
and, including stops, roughly a half hour — 
with pursuing cops “trying everything to de- 
escalate this” and avoid a tragic ending, Mc- 
Kenna said at the news conference, which 
was carried on WDIV-TV’s Facebook page. 
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Hundreds are 
killed in Egypt 
mosque attack 


Islamic State affiliate group 
appears to be responsible 


Jane Onyanga-Omara 
USA TODAY 


Militant suspects attacked a crowded 
mosque during a Friday sermon in Egypt’s Si- 
nai Peninsula, setting off bombs, opening fire 
on worshippers and killing at least 235 in the 
deadliest-ever attack on Egyptian civilians by 
Islamic militants, the official MENA news 
agency reported. 

About 130 people were wounded, accord- 
ing to the news agency. 

The local Islamic State affiliate — Sinai 
Province — appeared to be responsible for the 
gruesome incident, in the first attack on a 
large mosque since the militants began their 
terrorism campaign in 2013, the Associated 
Press reported. 

Police said militants in four off-road vehi- 


sent in many metro Detroit hot spots on Friday To be certain, the popularity of and Breanna Bennett shop Black Friday sales cles carried out the attack during prayers at 
morning. at Target in Madison Heights on Friday. 
“This year you could actually move at Wal- See KOVANIS, Page 9A KIMBERLY P. MITCHELL/DETROIT FREE PRESS See EGYPT, Page 8A 
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